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Press Release 
Aspen Avionics Announces Upgrade Options for the 
Evolution Flight Display System 

Delivers Features Most Requested by Customers 
Lakeland, Florida, April 21, 2009:  Aspen Avionics, Inc., maker of the award-winning 

Evolution Flight Display system, announced today several upgrade options to its product 

line, in direct response to feedback from its more than 1,500 customers worldwide.  

These options are designed to meet the needs of several customer segments, and 

reflect the company’s customer-driven development focus.   

Flush Mount Solution 

A Flush Mount Kit will enable customers to mount Evolution Flight Displays (EFDs) flush 

with their instrument panels.  While many customers prefer the lower cost and easier 

installation of the EFD’s standard surface mounting, others have wanted to mount the 

EFD from behind the panel.  The flush mounting system is expandable, and is available 

in 1-, 2- and 3-tube versions.  

The Flush Mount Kits will be available as options from June 15th of this year, starting at 

$390 MSRP for a single-tube PFD installation.   

Expanded Support for Additional Analog Interfaces 

A new Analog Converter Unit (ACU) will add expanded capabilities frequently requested 

by Aspen customers.  The ACU is used by the EFD system to integrate legacy analog 

systems, such as autopilots and VHF radios, with the all-digital Evolution system.  The 

new ACU will be available in several configurations, depending on the customer’s needs.  
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The first version will add analog XYZ heading synchro outputs to support legacy traffic, 

weather, and other systems requiring analog heading inputs.   

The new ACU will be available by the end of 2009 at a list price under $2,000.  Another 

version, expected in 1Q2010, will add support for dual analog ADF and DME receivers, 

capabilities in higher demand from Aspen’s international customers, and from US 

customers operating Class III airplanes.   

Autopilot Attitude Reference Source Replacement 

The upgrade perhaps most requested by customers is a means to completely eliminate 

all mechanical flight instruments.  Pilots accustomed to flying glass cockpits increasingly 

want their backup instruments to look like their primary EFIS, making them easier to fly in 

an emergency, instead of having to revert to an old-style “steam gauge” instrument scan.  

Moreover, the avionics industry is struggling with shortages of parts and people skills to 

overhaul these obsolescent mechanical instruments, driving up overhaul costs.   

A multi-tube, dual AHRS EFD1000 system is designed to eliminate the need to keep 

mechanical backup instruments in the pilot’s primary field of view.  But since most GA 

autopilots still depend on a mechanical gyro for their attitude reference source, until the 

electronic AHRS can serve as that reference the mechanical gyro must remain in the 

airplane.  To date, no GA glass cockpit AHRS has been certified to serve as the attitude 

reference source for legacy analog GA autopilots.   

Aspen is developing an optional upgrade to enable the EFD1000 AHRS to serve as the 

autopilot attitude reference source, and to replace the mechanical gyros driving popular 

GA autopilot systems.   

The first version of this product is designed to replace the KI-256 attitude indicator, used 

in the Bendix-King family of GA autopilots, and is expected to be available in the first half 

of 2010 at a list price under $5,000 (about the cost of an overhaul/exchange of a KI-256).  

Subsequent versions of this product are designed to do the same for other popular GA 

autopilot systems.     
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Continuing To Invest in the Future 

Aspen continues to listen to and talk with its growing base of Evolution Flight Display 

customers, and to design and deliver the product enhancements, upgrade options, and 

new products they need and want.  The modularity, expandability and upgradeability of 

the EFD system enables its customers to buy the right solution for their needs today, 

knowing that the system can grow with them as their needs evolve and their budgets 

allow.   

Aspen Avionics has recently secured an additional round of venture financing, to ensure 

that is has the resources necessary both to continue supporting its customers worldwide, 

and to continue investing in new, breakthrough product development, even through a 

protracted economic downturn.   

 

About Aspen Avionics, Inc. 

Aspen Avionics specializes in bringing the most advanced technology and capability 

from the commercial and business aviation markets into general aviation cockpits—and 

budgets. Our products increase situational awareness and reduce pilot workload, 

making it even easier and safer to fly in both VFR and IFR conditions. The way we look 

at it, getting the latest avionics technology shouldn’t always mean spending a lot of 

money—on equipment or installation. At Aspen Avionics, we design products to be 

affordable, easy to install, and easy to own. The company can be found on the web at 

http://www.aspenavionics.com, and may be reached at (505) 856-5034. Print-ready  

images of the Evolution Flight Display are available at 

http://www.aspenavionics.com/pressdownloads.  

http://www.aspenavionics.com/pressdownloads

